2026 Farm Business Accelerator Application

The Northern Colorado Foodshed Project Farm Business Accelerator is a 3-year program supporting beginning
farmers by building a bridge between initial on-farm training and business viability. We provide low-cost access to
everything needed to establish a successful farm business: land and water access, infrastructure, business education
through a partnership with Colorado State University (CSU) Extension’s Bulldlng Farmers Program, technlcal

support, mentorship, and marketing assistance.

Application Deadline: December 31st, 2025

2026 Program Season: Mid-January , 2026 — Mid-November, 2026

Requirements:

Minimum two seasons of direct production experience

A well-thought-out business idea

Familiarity with key aspects of running an agricultural operation in your area of interest

Familiarity with and interest in learning business skills necessary to manage a business plan, maintain
financial records, market products, etc.

Knowledge of and commitment to sustainable, ecologically sound production practices

Commitment to attend all on-farm trainings, workdays, and Building Farmer course dates
Willingness to work collaboratively and communicate effectively with program staff, participants, and
other resident farmers

Obtain farm liability insurance and provide proof of insurance to Foodshed Project

Payment of all program fees on time

Participation in site-wide meetings, strong communication, and a spirit of collaboration

Please share as much about yourself as you can - we want to learn about you and your experience in detail!

Full Name:

Business Name, if applicable:
Type of business, if applicable (LLC, Sole Proprietorship, etc.):
Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email:

How did you hear about the program?

www.foodshedproject.org | info@foodshedproject.org | P.O. Box 78, Laporte, CO 80535
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https://buildingfarmers.com/

Describe your farming experience in detail, including the number of years, level of experience and management
responsibility, production skills acquired, size of farming operations, etc. Do you currently farm?

How will participating in the Accelerator program support your farm business/goals?

Please describe the type of farm business you are interested in establishing through the Accelerator. What crops do
you plan to grow? What size do you think your farm will be?

Please describe any farmer training courses, certifications, coursework, and/or degrees relevant to farming you have
participated in or hold.
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Please describe any experience developing a farm business, marketing, and/or production plan.

Please describe your experience with and interest in marketing your products. Where do you currently or intend to
sell your products (farmers market, farm stand, Community Supported Agriculture Program (CSA), wholesale,
restaurants)?

Describe what resources you need to be successful (mentorship, technical assistance, training, capital, equipment,
infrastructure, etc.)

Qv
ONS
www.foodshedproject.org | info@foodshedproject.org | P.O. Box 78, Laporte, CO 80535 a% FOODSHED
N\Z PROJECT



Please rank the following areas of farm and business education would you like support in from most (1) to least (12).

___Business planning ___Pest Management
___Marketing ___ Post-harvest Handling
_ Recordkeeping _ Food Safety
__Branding _ Trrigation

___ Crop Planning ___Season Extension

_ Weed Management _ Soil Management

Where do you see your farm in 5 years?

What plot size are you requesting (Y4-acre to 1.5-acre plot sizes available)?

Attendance at all Building Farmers classes is mandatory for first-year participants. Classes are included in the
program fees and will be held in-person, once a week Mid-January to Early-March. Specific dates will be
determined based on instructor and participant scheduling. Are you available to attend?

[J  Yes

[J  No-—Please explain:

Please provide contact information for three professional references — name, phone, email, and relationship to you.

1.

By signing below, I agree:

e To obtain a minimum of $1,000,000 general farm liability insurance, covering both your farm and products,
no later than April 15, 2026. Northern Colorado Foodshed Project must be listed as an additional insured
and a certificate of liability reflecting this must be provided to the Program Manager before the growing
season starts.

e | have read and agree to the program acceptance criteria, fee schedule, and program and site guidelines.

Signature Date:
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